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Full candidate slate for Fleischmanns
(continued from page 1A)
if they were for or against dissolution of the village, which
was a major topic of discussion
during the years of conflict.
Pascarella said he does not
favor dissolution. “Studies have
shown we will not save very
much money in exchange for
giving up all of our autonomy,”
said the mayor. “I prefer to remain an independent village
that controls its own destiny as
we work toward revitalization
that will restore the tax base
and improve the financial picture.”
Lew Grocholl said he personally favors dissolution.
“The taxes are just getting too
high,” he said. All other candidates declined to say firmly one
way or another, how they felt
about dissolution, noting that if
residents submitted a petition to
the board asking for a dissolution vote, they would deal with
it.
John Hoeko summed up the
feelings of most when he said
that before anyone thinks about
dissolving the village, there
should be a very detailed study
done of all the pros and cons.
“We need accurate information
on what would be gained and
what would be lost.” Hoeko
also indicated that one of the
primary jobs of the village
board “is to be the strongest
possible advocate for what we
need here, with the town, with
the county and with state and
federal governments.”
Progress merits re-election
Pascarella made his case for
re-election based on a track
record of gains the village has
made despite the devastation of
Hurricane Irene. During his
tenure, junkyards in Fleischmanns “are all closed for
business, no longer ‘grandfathered’ and there will never be
any more opened.” Pascarella
said “the wide wake of damage
left behind from the junkyard
era in Fleischmanns will still
take some time to finish cleaning up,” and added that until his
2009 election and collaboration
with former Mayor Kathy
Wilber, “nobody ever took any
[legal] steps to reverse the damage that was being done. I have
had a strong hand on the mop
that has been patiently cleaning
up that mess for years now.”
The mayor and his colleagues also took control of the
Fleischmanns movie theater.
Pascarella agrees the building,
a historic anchor on Main
Street, should go back on the
tax rolls as soon as possible.
But the former owner was not
paying any taxes and the building was falling to ruin when the
village acted. Pascarella says
the theater has been stabilized
and will benefit from a
$200,000 MARK Project grant
for a “brick-by-brick façade
restoration and other repairs
this spring.” Once the grant
work is completed, the building
will be sold back to someone in
the private sector and come
back on the tax rolls.
Responding to criticism that
road repairs have been neglected, Pascarella spoke to infrastructure. “The worst part of
the road is the part where water
coming off the mountain undermines the road every year. Instead of doing the same repairs
over and over, year in and year
out, the board invested in an infrastructure project to divert
water,” said the mayor. “This
spring, we’ll go back and repair
the road and because of the infrastructure improvement, it
will stay repaired.”
Steady progress
Incumbent trustees Fenton
and Reilly pointed to steady
leadership as an asset to the village. “We’ve worked well together to divide up the tasks
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Larry Reilly
and move things forward,” said
Fenton, who has become an expert with FEMA and SEMO in
addition to coordinating activities with county officials. Fenton says that on small projects,
FEMA provides funding “upfront” so money is available as
work is finished. “But on the
large projects, which most of
ours were, you have to get a
scope of work signed by
FEMA, bond the money, do the
work, then pay back the
bonds.”
Reilly, who has worked with
Fenton on the FEMA and
SEMO issues, said that after the
flood, “our first FEMA rep was
from Virginia. Then they sent
us a new rep from Seattle. I
was working on this as a volunteer, and it was daunting,”
Reilly added. “Finally, we got
a rep from Albany, but negotiating with them is still a fulltime job.” Noting that FEMA
tries to spend as little as possible, Reilly added that negotiating to get things repaired the
way they should be repaired is
an on-going challenge.
Fenton said that the village
board has maximized the
amounts received from FEMA
and maintained effective control of the borrow, repair and
repay cycle so the only cost to
residents for repairing flood
damage has been a minimal
amount of interest paid on the
loans secured by the FEMA
work scopes.
“They guarantee the money,”
said Fenton, “but after work
completion and payment, you
need FEMA to audit you to be
sure everything was done correctly. I hound FEMA for those
audits, calling and e-mailing
them three to five times a week
until they are done.”
New life on Main Street
Incumbents say the work
they’ve done has given private
owners confidence to invest in
Fleischmanns. “I’m a small
business owner so I’m all about
reducing taxes,” said Fenton.
“But to keep taxes down, we
have to increase the tax base,
and the increases need to come
from economic development.”
Reilly pointed to new businesses like the Tinderbox,
Spillian, PC World, and the
new barber. “We’re strengthening our infrastructure,” said
Reilly and it is paying off. Noting that other buildings are
being repaired, he pointed to
apartments and store-fronts created by Mark Birman and by
Rita Adami and John Hoeko as

We had a wonderful time celebrating our

 60th wedding anniversary 
and want to thank our girls Brenda and Debbie
and families and all the grandkids for
making our special day a day to remember.
We loved seeing and renewing old friendships
and all our new friends.
 Thank you all for the beautiful cards 
and happy wishes, flowers and gifts.
Lastly I thank Charlie for being the husband
I stayed married to for 60 years.
We’re looking forward to the 65th and
 hope we can all be together again. 
With love and thanks,

— Eleanor & Charlie Mager

By Brian Sweeney
Hemlocks in the Catskills are
in the midst of a rapid decline
due to insect devastation, according to a recent report by the
U.S. Forest Service.
The Arkville-based Catskill
Center for Conservation and
Development (CCCD) is among
the agencies taking a leading
role to help combat this problem.
Scientists from the U.S. ForBen Fenton
est Service and University of
Vermont used high-tech aerial
imaging and ground-based surveys to reach their conclusions,
which were released in a report
issued in February. Examining a
274-square-mile area of the
Catskills in 2012, the researchers found only 16 percent of
hemlocks in the study area were
healthy. This figure indicated a
rapid decline from the 59 percent of healthy hemlocks shown
in the same sample area 10
years earlier.
In the report, Forest Service
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concluded that the decline is due
almost exclusively to an ongoJohn Hoeko
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“The people in office now are
Elongate hemlock scale is
good people, but I’d prioritize
also
infesting hemlocks in the
differently,” said Kearney.
Kearney said he doesn’t see a
plan for taking care of roads.
“We only have five or six miles
of village streets,” he said. If we
did a mile or so a year, then resealed them regularly to maintain them, we’d have better
streets at a lower cost.” He said
the sewer plant seems to be
going well but says the water
department is in serious trouble.
“In all fairness, the board is
looking at updating the water
use laws,” said Kearney, “but
right now, I don’t think the revenue from metered water sales
will be enough to payback the
bond.”
Trustee candidate Lew Grocholl wants to turn out the lights.
Literally. “We have one street
light at the west entrance to the
village and four at the east entrance,” said Grocholl. “If we
just had one at each entrance,
that would save us some
money.”
John Hoeko brought a list of
goals to his trustee candidacy.
“We need fiscal accountability
and we need to finish four
stream bank stabilization projects.” Hoeko added that he
wants to “see the ball park finished, the Bushkill cleaned and
Main Street fixed. It’s a disgrace,” he said. The only native
and lifelong resident running,
Hoeko agrees that “economics is
key to success for the village.
We had an 8.1 percent tax increase recently due to the loss of
tax base from Irene and other
factors. We should not have
precipitous tax increases like
that and should be moving to
reinvigorate the tax base.”
Hoeko said he would support
the Belleayre Resort in any way
possible, seeing it as critical to
the long-term success of the village.
Elections will be held on
Wednesday, March 18 from
noon to 9 p.m. at the village hall.
Margaretville elections
Village elections will also be
held from noon to 9 p.m. in
Margaretville on March 18.
There, incumbent Mayor Diana
Cope and Village Trustees Iris
Mead and John Van Benschoten
are all uncontested in their reelection bids.

study area. However, this dis- formation on how to ID it, how
ease is considered only a minor to control it, etc.
contributor to the rapid decline
4. Releasing Laricobius nigriin the local hemlock population.
nus at predetermined suitable
release sites.
How it works
The ongoing study of the
Catskills utilizes state-of-the-art
technology to determine the
health of the region’s forests.
“The hyperspectral imaging
system helps us to identify tree
species and detect stress related
to insect and disease activity. It
uses vegetation-specific spectral band combinations in the
visible and near-infrared spectrum,” explained Mr. Hanavan
in a release explaining the report’s findings.
He continued, “These band
combinations called ‘vegetation
indices’ can measure specific
health indicators that allow us to
categorize hemlock damage,”
he said. “Our plot-level measurements help us to build largescale health assessments using
hyperspectral imagery that covers large areas across a landscape.”
To counter the effects of the
HWA, the report recommends
using optimal biological control
release sites based on current
hemlock condition and other
landscape attributes.
Attacking the problem
The Catskill Center hosts
CRISP (Catskill Regional Invasive Species Partnership), a cooperative partnership of stakeholders throughout the region
as a means of addressing issues
such as the hemlock woolly
adelgid. Molly Marquand is the
coordinator of the CRISP program at the Catskill Center. She
told the News that her office is
taking a four-point approach to
the problem:
1. Recruiting and training volunteers to help survey for HWA.
The CRISP partners have done
this every year at Mine Kill
State Park in Gilboa and plans
on expanding the program this
year.
2. Building an insectary at the
Catskill Center’s Thorn Preserve where they will actually
grow the biocontrol agent Laricobius nigrinus, so that the organization can do more releases
around the region in 6-10 years.
3. Provide education and outreach to landowners with HWA
on private property – with in-

Ms. Marquand indicated that
assistance from the public will
play a vital role in the fight
against invasive species.
“To help us with our work,
individuals should go to the
imap invasives training on May
5 at the Ashokan Center in
Olivebridge. There, they will
learn how to use the database
we use to track all invasive
species observations. Any new
HWA infestations they find they
can enter into imap and share
that data with us, and other natural resource professionals,” she
explained.
Widespread problem
In general, HWA is broadly
distributed across the Catskills
with an east to west increasing
gradient. In Ulster and the Hudson Valley, hemlock stands are
experiencing lots of mortality
already, in the west we have yet
to see that- but it’s coming. To
find HWA, turn over the low
hanging branches of a hemlock
tree and look for little white
fluffy sacs on the underside of
the leaf. A good place is search
is in open spots in the forest or
along streams, where birds often
perch (birds are a vector of
HWA).
In addition to the CCCD, the
Forest Service is working with
other state forestry and agriculture agencies in the HWA Initiative. Forest Service officials
said they are dedicating significant resources focused on establishing biocontrol agents to
manage HWA-impacted areas in
New York and other states.
The study was a collaborative
effort between the Forest Service Northeastern Area State and
Private Forestry, the Northern
Research Station and the University of Vermont.
The study was a collaborative
effort between the Forest Service Northeastern Area State and
Private Forestry, the Northern
Research Station and the University of Vermont.
The study of Catskill Region
hemlocks was published in the
Journal of Economic Entomology and is available at: http://
bit.ly/1zcsibM.

Protestors want MCS to bounce donkey hoop
(continued from page 1A)
ments on Facebook. Prominent
poster Catskill Weather said, “It
will be a very sad day for our
community, a community that
is made up of farmers, and a
community that is promoting itself as a farming community to
give in to those who are less educated in animal husbandry…
backed by a group [PETA] that
is responsible for the extermination of 1,000 animals … to
have these people dictate to us
is rude. It’s time for a line between Brooklyn and the
Catskills… that’s where I stand
on this one.”
Epona Squires, well known
to local posters for providing
sanctuary to abused animals
said “I’m not a fan of PETA at
all first of all. I’ve been to donkey basketball games [and] I
don’t think it’s that cruel …

However if its done night after
night and a donkey spends its
life on the road and never gets
to be a donkey…that’s cruel
and wrong.”
John Sisters, the owner of
Green Mountain Donkeeball,
based at a farm in Danby, Vermont, was glad to get a call
from the Catskill Mountain
News Tuesday.
Not many complaints
Sisters said complaints don’t
happen often, perhaps every
fives years or so during his 25
years of running the operation,
but that when they do arise,
those that are against Donkeyball do not reach out to him.
“They don’t call like you
did.” He said. “They don’t talk
to me about how I take care of
the animals. They don’t come to
the farm. Come visit the farm

and you’ll see how well we
treat them.”
Asked if he expected problems, Sisters said no. In his experience, the protests have
largely been in written form. “It
used to bother me, but it doesn’t
bother me anymore,” he added.
“Its good advertising for the
Company.”
MCS Board of Education
spokesperson Doris Warner told
the News on Tuesday “We understand that there are very
strong emotions on both sides
of this issue. We are carefully
considering all comments and
researching the issues in order
to make an informed decision.”
The use of donkeys for entertainment purposes is not regulated by either the state or
federal governments.

More funds for Phoenicia, Mt Tremper flood work
By Jay Braman Jr.
The answer to how best to
protect the hamlets of Phoenicia
and Mount Tremper from future
flooding has not been found yet,
but another grant has been
awarded to help those charged
with figuring it out.
Last week Cornell Cooperative Extension of Ulster County
announced $339,116 in grants
to support 12 stream management implementation projects
in Ulster County’s New York
City watershed towns.
The Town of Shandaken is
awarded $20,850 to supplement
a previous award of $72,000 to
complete a local flood analysis
for the hamlets of Phoenicia and
Mt. Tremper. The engineering
analysis will identify actions
that reduce flood hazards, and
assist the town with seeking implementation funds from state,
federal, and regional programs.
This was news to Mark Carabetta, an engineer with Milone
and MacBroom, the firm hired
to devise a plan to protect the
hamlets from future flooding. “I

have no idea what that would be
for,” he said. “Our agreement
with Shandaken has not
changed.”
Carabetta said Monday that
there is no date set yet for the
return to these hamlets with the
results of five months worth of
study and analysis, but that it
would be in the springtime.
But he did meet recently to talk
over his progress with town officials. According to Shandaken
Supervisor Rob Stanley, things
look promising for Phoenicia
but not so much for Mount
Tremper.
“Some ideas are showing
promising results, especially in
Phoenicia where there are several identified approaches to
flood mitigation,” he said.
“Mount Tremper, on the other
hand, is proving to be more difficult as the volume of water
flowing through the confluence
and the meander are quite substantial.”
Right now, he added, the engineers are focusing around the
developed areas of Mount

Tremper that, when built, cut
the Esopus off from its natural
flood plain.
Stanley did not offer any specific detail of any projects, nor
for the use of the latest grant
award, but confirmed that Carabetta will be appearing in both
hamlets soon to outline the options and more.
In October, Carabetta presided over two public input sessions in the respective hamlets.
In both meetings he and his colleagues were bombarded with
demands to make dredging a
big part of any flood prevention
plan, but he disagreed, saying
that it was not cost effective.
The Town of Olive was
awarded $70,996 to hire an engineering firm to do local flood
analysis for the hamlets of
Boiceville and West Shokan, as
well as $24,285 to complete a
flood mitigation plan that is expected to improve the town’s
“Community Rating System”
score and potentially reduce
flood insurance rates.

