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Obituaries

Hilton Kelly

Hilton Kelly, a lifelong resident of Red Kill outside of
Fleischmanns, passed away on
Tuesday, March 3, 2015, at
Mountainside Residential Care
Center in Margaretville. He was
89 and-a-half years old.
Hilton was born July 18,
1925, in the Red Kill Valley
(also known as Bedell), to Edith
Kittle Kelly and Carson Kelly.
He attended Fleischmanns
High School, and served in the
Army from May 1945 to December 1946. When he returned
home he continued working on
his family’s dairy farm, and
married Stella Mech in 1948.
In addition to farming, Hilt
lived off the land in many other
ways. He hauled milk for local
farmers, first to the Halcott Center Creamery, and later to Roxbury. He also had a trucking
business, delivering everything
from GLF (present day Agway)
products, sand, gravel, and sawdust, to the trunks of student
campers, which arrived by train
in Fleischmanns and were delivered to Camp Ta-Ri-Go.
He was in building construction, having built the home that
he and his wife, Stella occupied
for nearly 60 years. That home
included cherry lumber harvested from his farm in the head
of the valley. He also built several other homes in the valley
and even his own first boat.
In the winters he plowed
snow for many neighbors in the
valley and beyond, and in the
spring made maple syrup from
the sap bush on his family farm.
Hilt was a fire commissioner
for many decades and a member
of the Bedell and Conesville
cemetery associations.
He enjoyed hunting and fishing, camping and boating with
his family and friends, league
bowling and a pinochle card
club with his wife Stella’s good
friends. He was always willing
to do a favor or lend a hand to
his neighbors or anyone who
needed it.
Hilt was best known as an old
time fiddler from the Catskill
Mountains. He began playing
the fiddle at the age of five, then
playing square dances at school,
and eventually, at age 15 he
started playing with The Melody Boys, a local band. After
marrying Stella, she became
proficient at playing the chords
on the piano and joined him in
playing and calling at square
dances.
In the late 1970s he started a
band called Hilt Kelly and The
Sidekicks, with Donald Strausser and Donald Erwin joining
him and Stella. He played for
nearly eight decades on a second hand fiddle that his grandfather Ward Kelly purchased in
the 1880s.
In 1994, the Roxbury Arts
Group dedicated their Performance Center as “Hilt Kelly Hall,”
and in 1997 he was inducted
into the New York State Old
Tyme Fiddlers Association Hall
of Fame. He was honored in
2013, for his decades of playing
and calling square dances at the
Westkill Community Hall.
His band played for decades
at The Gas Up in Gallupville,
and played many other venues
in and beyond the Catskills. He
also spent a great deal of time
teaching traditional music to
youngsters both in Roxbury
Central School and the Manhattan Country School Farm, as
well as other aspiring fiddlers in
the Catskill Mountain tradition.
Hilton is survived by Stella,
his wife of 66 years; daughter,
Linda (James) Armour; son,
Lynn (Donna) Kelly; “adopted”
son, Louis Cataffo; granddaughters, Kelly Armour (Patrice
Huart), Veronica Armour (Noah
Paul), and Heather (Chad) Livermore; grandson, Nicholas
(Laura) Kelly; and three greatgrandchildren, Eric Kelly, Alana

Kelly and Bryan Charles Livermore.
He was predeceased by his
brother, Howard Kelly; sister,
Helen Finch and grandson,
Bryan James Kelly.
Calling hours were held from
5 until 9 p.m. Saturday, March
7, 2015, at the Hynes Funeral
Home, Margaretville.
A funeral service was held at
2 p.m. Sunday, March 8, 2015,
at the Jay Gould Memorial Reformed Church, Roxbury.
Committal services will be in
the spring in Bedell Cemetery,
Fleischmanns.
Donations in his name may
be made to the American Cancer Society, American Heart Association or Catskill Area
Hospice.
Funeral arrangements are entrusted to the Hynes Funeral
Home, Margaretville.

Edna Schroeder
Native Staten Islander Edna
D. Schroeder, 89, a former legal
secretary, town clerk, and family historian, died Monday,
March 2, 2015 in Sea View
Hospital and Nursing Home on
Staten Island where she had
resided since 2014.
Born Edna D. Helt in Grasmere, she attended P.S. #48,
then graduated from New Dorp
High School. She was a member of Trinity Lutheran Church,
Stapleton, where she sang in the
choir and enjoyed teaching Sunday school. She worked as a
legal secretary for the Agar Law
Firm. Patient, modest, and generous with her time and resources, she was loved by all
who knew her.
In 1949 she married Robert
H. Schroeder Jr. As a talented
seamstress, she designed and
made her wedding gown from
her husband’s silk parachute.
They resided in Port Richmond
and Prince’s Bay until her husband’s health necessitated the
move to Margaretville around
1970.
There she worked as town
clerk for Hardenburgh for many
years and attended the Advent
Christian Church. She maintained extensive correspondence with distant family and
friends until her final illness in
recent years.
Mrs. Schroeder was one of
seven siblings in a loving family, and very interested in her
family’s history throughout her
life. She preserved photos and
artifacts and shared all the family stories to pass down to future
generations.
In addition she enjoyed crocheting, cooking, and entertaining family and friends. She was
fond of animals, always had pet
dogs and cats, and enjoyed
feeding and observing wildlife.
She also enjoyed classical
music, reading, and following
current events.
Robert, her husband of 44

Most of all she was a very
years, died in 1993. Her son the James A. Brennan Humane
Chris died in 2009. She was Society, 437 Nine Mile Tree loving mother to her two sons
also preceded in death by her Road, Gloversville, NY 12078. and a devoted (Nana) to her
brothers, William and Donald.
three grandchildren who were
She is survived by her brothtruly the light of her life.
ers, Robert Helt of MargaretShe was predeceased by her
ville and Philip Helt of Florida;
husband, John Romalo Mariher sisters, Marion Helt and
naccio in 1983.
Harriet Bajune of Leesburg, FL
Surviving are her two sons,
and many nieces, nephews,
John Marinaccio of Roxbury
grand nieces and grand nephand Chris Marinaccio of Northews, who will all miss her
port L.I. Also, Chris’s wife
greatly.
Francine and John’s wife Cheryl
A funeral service was held
and their three children, ClauThursday, March 5, 2015 at the
dia, John Paul, and little JenBedell Pizzo Funeral Home on
nifer.
Staten Island.
A funeral service was held at
Burial will take place in the
the Hynes Funeral Home in
spring in the Sanford Cemetery
Margaretville on Saturday,
in Margaretville. A date for the
March 7 from 2 to 4 p.m. and a
burial will be announced later
Mass was held on Monday,
by the Hynes Funeral Home, Gloria Marinaccio
March 9 at Sacred Heart Church
Margaretville.
Gloria (Claudia) Rita Mariin Margaretville at 8:30 a.m.
naccio went home to be with the
For anyone wishing to send
Lord on Monday, March 2,
flowers,
her wish was instead to
2015.
please
make
a donation to St.
She was born in New York
Jude’s
Children’s
Hospital.
City on May 5, 1924, the daughter of Dominico and Jennifer
Cutolo. She was the youngest of Frances Hoffman
Frances Jean Hoffman, 83,
four brothers and four sisters
and lived in Brooklyn most of peacefully passed away on Tuesher life until 1996 when she day March 3, 2015 at Mountainmoved to Fleischmanns with side Residential Care Center
after making Roxbury and Marher son John.
A year later they moved to garetville her home just over a
Kingston where she began to decade ago. She was endeared to
volunteer at Kingston Hospital and by staff at Kirkside and
and received an Excellence in MRCC and all her family memService Award for her work bers. Her transition was made
there from 2000 to 2002. She most comfortable and calm with
was very active in community music by Hospice of Delaware
service in Brooklyn and re- County.
She was predeceased by her
ceived the St. Pius X Diocesan
Rhoda P. Curran
husband,
Charles in 2000 after
Rhoda P. Curran, 84, of Award by the Confraternity of
caring
for
him with a long illGloversville, died Saturday, Christian Doctrine for her work
ness.
All
her
friends and family
March 7, 2015 at Mountain Val- as a teacher of religion in 1967.
She was also a Catechist of Re- will miss her.
ley Hospice in Gloversville.
She met Charles while workShe was born April 28, 1930 ligious Education of Saint Franing
at General Motors in her
in Margaretville, the daughter of cis de Chantel Church. She was
hometown
of North Tarrytown.
the late John Peet and Grace a member of the Third Order of
Brandow. She was a 1948 grad- Saint Francis in New York City Marriage brought them north to
uate of Margaretville High and Mistress of Novices for the Yorktown Heights where they
School. She then went to work Order, later named Chairman of raised their family in their only
residence for over 45 years.
at several industries through out the Order Nationwide.
Frances participated in the many
the area such as the MargaretIn 2004 she moved into the school activities of a young
ville Telephone Company as an senior housing apartments in
operator and clerk, Gloversville Arkville. She was a very reli- family, worked locally in town
Continental Mills, Contel in gious person and could always and spent her time as an all
Johnstown, OTB, Coleco in be found in her recliner praying round mom with lots of family
Amsterdam, Peters Oil Co., the Rosary. She was a spiritual ever present.
She is survived by her four
Nathan Littauer Hospital and inspiration for many who knew
daughters,
Barbara and Mike
Gloversville Federal Savings her and shared God’s word
Faltin and her cherished grandand Loan Associates. She re- readily and often.
daughter, Naomi, and Pat Hofftired in 1994.
man, Jane and John Muller, and
Rhoda was an animal lover
and enjoyed the company of her
feline friends, Brucie and Bambie, also her late dog, whom she
loved so much, Corky.
She was predeceased by her
husband, Joseph A. Curran.
She was also predeceased by
her companion of 10 years,
Patrick LaMori, her brother,
Beverly B. Peet, and a sister,
Marie Eignor.
Survivors include her twin
brother, Robert Brandow of
Crescent City, CA; stepson,
Chris Curran of AL; stepdaughter, Barbara Blackwell of SC;
caregiver, Lorraine Nichols of
Amsterdam along with many
nieces and nephews.
A special thank you to Marlene Thompson for all of her
dedication in caring for Rhoda,
also a thank you to Mountain
Valley Hospice for the excellent
care and compassion for Rhoda
during her stay.
Family and friends are invited
to a funeral service on Saturday,
March 14 at noon at the Walrath
& Stewart Funeral Home, 51
Fremont Street, Gloversville,
NY 12078. Burial will follow in
St. Mary’s Cemetery in Fort
Johnson.
In lieu of flowers, contributions in her memory may be
made to the Mountain Valley
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Ann Hoffman. Two of Frances’
sisters, Elizabeth Grano and Pat
and Ron Baker, as well as one
brother, John and Ceicly Gallager also survive her. Her extended family includes many
nieces and nephews and their
families on both sides of the
Hoffman and Gallagher families.
A graveside service will be
held at the Amawalk Hill Cemetery in Amawalk at a later date
with funeral arrangements entrusted to the Hynes Funeral
Home, Margaretville.
Donations to Mountainside
Residential Care Center in lieu
of flowers would be greatly appreciated to support both the
caring and compassionate staff
and the wonderful residents’
programs.

Paul Lamicella

Paul G. Lamicella, 68, of
Brooklyn and Denver, died Saturday, March 7, 2015 at the
Brooklyn Veterans’ Hospital.
His wife was at his bedside
when he passed.
Paul was a wounded decorated Vietnam Nam war veteran, having served his country
from 1967 to 1970. His numerous medals and citations included a commendation for
bravery by risking his own life
to save the lives of his fellow
platoon members.
His summers were spent with
his wife in Denver where they
were active in supporting the
theatrical and arts community.
He is survived by his wife,
Angela Macri-Lamicella; his
mother, Marie Lamicella; a brother, Larry Lamicella; a sisterin-law, Lorraine and three nieces.
A viewing will be held on
March 11, 2015 at the Ralph
Aievoli Funeral home, Brooklyn at 2 and 7 p.m.
A funeral service will take
place on March 12 at 10:30 a.m.
at Saint Finbars Church where
Angela and Paul were married
25 years ago.
Memorial donations in Paul’s
memory would be appreciated if
they were directed to either the
Wounded Warriors Project,
Hospitalized Veterans, ASPCA
or the Heart of the Catskills Humane Society, Delhi.

Margaretville Hospital
Diabetes Educational Classes
FREE, 2x a month, open to the public
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